Studies in Social Science & Humanities

ISSN 2709-7862 PAR-:AI;GM
JUL. 2023 VOL.2, NO.7

Paradigm Academic Press S
S

Research on the Theory and Practice of Juvenile Public Welfare
Education

Qihui Chen?
1 Pennsylvania State University
Correspondence: Qihui Chen, Pennsylvania State University.

doi:10.56397/SSSH.2023.07.08

Abstract

As a new hope and reserve force for the future development of the nation, young people play an extremely
important role. They are full of innovative thinking in the process of growth, and have high plasticity. At the
same time, the teenage years are also the best time to develop good habits and shape the world view. Therefore,
it is very important to carry out diversified public welfare activities to cultivate the all-round quality of young
people. We should try our best to provide young people with a variety of opportunities for public welfare
activities, so as to inspire them to inject more vitality into the country’s public welfare undertakings. Therefore,
this paper first introduces the relevant contents of public welfare education, and then analyzes the current
situation and influencing factors of public welfare education for Chinese youth. On this basis, the paper puts
forward the practical strategies of youth public welfare education, and summarizes. Public welfare education is a
form of education that cultivates youth’s sense of social responsibility, teamwork spirit and civic consciousness
through participation in public welfare activities. Through public welfare education, young people can learn
important values such as humanistic care, social problems and public interests in practice. However, public
welfare education of teenagers in our country faces some problems nowadays. Among them, the lack of public
welfare awareness, the insufficiency of family education, the limitation of school education system and the
pressure of social environment all have a certain impact on the development of public welfare education for
teenagers. In order to effectively carry out youth public welfare education, we should adopt the following
practical strategies: First, build a diversified public welfare platform to provide various public welfare activities
and projects to meet the needs of different young people. Second, strengthen the cooperation between families
and schools, and jointly cultivate young people’s sense of public welfare and values. In addition, the training and
guidance of young volunteers should be strengthened to improve their ability and quality. Public welfare
education for teenagers is of great significance in cultivating their all-round quality. We should actively create a
diverse public welfare environment and provide more opportunities for young people to participate in public
welfare activities. Through the practice of public welfare education, we can stimulate young people’s sense of
social responsibility and civic consciousness, and inject more vitality into public welfare undertakings in our
country.

Keywords: research, theory and practice, juvenile, public welfare education
1. Introduction
1.1 Background Information on Juvenile Public Welfare Education

Juvenile public welfare education refers to the educational programs and initiatives aimed at promoting the
well-being and development of young people in society. It encompasses a wide range of activities, including but
not limited to, providing access to quality education, fostering social and emotional skills, promoting health and
safety, and preventing delinquency and risky behaviors among juveniles (Hejia Yang, 2019). The theory and
practice of juvenile public welfare education have gained significant attention in recent years due to the
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recognition of the crucial role it plays in shaping the future of young individuals and society as a whole. By
studying the theory and practice of juvenile public welfare education, we can gain insights into effective
strategies and approaches to address the challenges faced by young people and create a supportive environment
for their growth and development.

1.2 Importance and Relevance of Studying the Theory and Practice of Juvenile Public Welfare Education

The study of the theory and practice of juvenile public welfare education holds great importance and relevance
in today’s society. By examining this subject, researchers and educators can gain valuable insights into how to
effectively engage and educate young individuals in the field of public welfare.

Firstly, understanding the theory behind juvenile public welfare education allows for a deeper comprehension of
the underlying principles and concepts that guide this field. By exploring theories related to social responsibility,
empathy, and community engagement, researchers can develop a solid foundation upon which to build effective
educational strategies. This knowledge enables educators to design programs that not only impart knowledge but
also instill values and foster a sense of social consciousness among young people (Chen, L., & Zhang, H., 2019).

Moreover, studying the practice of juvenile public welfare education provides practical insights into the
implementation and effectiveness of various educational approaches. By examining real-life case studies,
evaluating existing programs, and analyzing best practices, researchers can identify successful strategies and
areas for improvement. This knowledge is crucial in developing evidence-based interventions and educational
initiatives that can maximize the impact of public welfare education on young individuals.

Furthermore, the study of juvenile public welfare education is highly relevant in addressing contemporary
societal challenges. In an increasingly interconnected world, issues such as environmental sustainability, social
inequality, and mental health require collective action and engagement. By equipping young individuals with the
necessary knowledge, skills, and values through public welfare education, we can empower them to become
active participants in addressing these pressing issues. This not only benefits the individuals themselves but also
contributes to the overall well-being and development of society.

2. Theoretical Foundations of Juvenile Public Welfare Education
2.1 The Concept and Connotation of Public Welfare

Public welfare refers to activities and initiatives that aim to promote the well-being and improve the quality of
life for individuals and communities. It encompasses various social, environmental, and humanitarian efforts that
are conducted for the greater good of society. Public welfare involves addressing social issues, providing
assistance to vulnerable populations, promoting sustainable development, and advocating for equal rights and
opportunities.

The core values of public welfare include compassion, empathy, social responsibility, and collective action. It
emphasizes the importance of caring for others, fostering a sense of community, and working towards the
betterment of society as a whole. Public welfare initiatives can take different forms, such as charitable donations,
volunteer work, community development projects, environmental conservation efforts, and educational
programs.

The ultimate goal of public welfare is to create a more inclusive, just, and harmonious society. It strives to
reduce social inequalities, alleviate poverty, protect the environment, and enhance overall well-being. By
addressing pressing social issues and promoting positive change, public welfare plays a crucial role in building a
sustainable future for generations to come.

In summary, public welfare encompasses a wide range of activities and initiatives aimed at improving the
well-being of individuals and communities. It is driven by values of compassion, empathy, and social
responsibility, and seeks to create a more equitable and sustainable society.

2.2 Definition and Scope of Youth Public Welfare Education

Juvenile public welfare education can be defined as a systematic and purposeful educational approach that aims
to instill in young individuals a sense of social consciousness, civic engagement, and ethical values related to
public welfare. It involves the transmission of knowledge, skills, and attitudes necessary for young people to
understand, appreciate, and actively contribute to public welfare initiatives. Juvenile public welfare education
goes beyond traditional academic subjects and emphasizes the development of character, compassion, and a
commitment to social justice.

The scope of juvenile public welfare education is broad and multidimensional, encompassing various aspects of
personal, social, and community development. It includes, but is not limited to, the following areas:

1) Knowledge and Awareness: Juvenile public welfare education aims to provide young individuals with a
comprehensive understanding of social issues, environmental challenges, and humanitarian concerns. It
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involves educating youth about the root causes and consequences of these issues, as well as raising
awareness of their rights and responsibilities as citizens.

2) Values and Attitudes: Juvenile public welfare education seeks to cultivate positive values and attitudes
among young individuals, such as empathy, compassion, fairness, and social responsibility. It promotes a
sense of moral and ethical reasoning, encouraging youth to consider the impact of their actions on others
and the broader society.

3) Skills and Competencies: Juvenile public welfare education aims to develop practical skills and
competencies that enable young individuals to actively engage in public welfare activities. These may
include communication skills, teamwork and collaboration, problem-solving, critical thinking, and
leadership skills.

4)  Active Engagement: Juvenile public welfare education encourages young individuals to actively participate
in public welfare initiatives and community service projects. It provides opportunities for youth to apply
their knowledge, skills, and values in real-world contexts, fostering a sense of agency and empowerment.

5) Ethical Considerations: Juvenile public welfare education emphasizes the importance of ethical
decision-making and responsible behavior. It promotes an understanding of ethical principles, integrity, and
accountability in the context of public welfare, guiding young individuals towards making informed and
morally sound choices.

3. Current Situation and Analysis of Youth Public Welfare Education

Juvenile public welfare education plays a vital role in cultivating social responsibility and civic engagement
among young individuals. This paper aims to provide a comprehensive analysis of the current status of juvenile
public welfare education, focusing on limited resources and funding, insufficient public welfare practice
activities, the lack of comprehensive and standardized curriculum and guidelines at the national level, and the
inadequate emphasis on public welfare education in the curriculum.

3.1 Limited Resources and Funding

One significant challenge facing juvenile public welfare education is the limited availability of resources and
funding. Many educational institutions and organizations struggle to allocate sufficient financial resources to
support the implementation of effective public welfare education programs. This limitation hampers the
provision of adequate training, materials, and infrastructure necessary for comprehensive and impact public
welfare education.

3.2 Insufficient Public Welfare Practice Activities

Another issue is the scarcity of public welfare practice activities for young individuals. While theoretical
knowledge is essential, practical experiences are equally crucial for developing a deeper understanding of public
welfare issues and fostering a sense of active citizenship. The lack of opportunities for students to engage in
meaningful public welfare activities limits their ability to apply their knowledge and skills in real-world
contexts.

3.3 Lack of Comprehensive and Standardized Curriculum and Guidelines

At the national level, there is a lack of comprehensive and standardized curriculum and guidelines for public
welfare education. This results in inconsistency and variation in the quality and content of public welfare
education across different regions and institutions. The absence of clear objectives, standards, and evaluation
mechanisms makes it challenging to ensure the effectiveness and uniformity of public welfare education
initiatives.

3.4 Inadequate Emphasis on Public Welfare Education in the Curriculum

Public welfare education often receives insufficient attention within the formal curriculum. The prevailing
emphasis on academic achievement and examination-oriented education tends to marginalize the importance of
public welfare education. Limited class hours and competing educational priorities make it difficult for schools
to dedicate adequate time and resources to incorporate public welfare themes and activities into the curriculum.

In conclusion, the current status of juvenile public welfare education faces several challenges, including limited
resources and funding, a lack of practical experiences, the absence of comprehensive and standardized
curriculum and guidelines, and inadequate emphasis in the formal curriculum. Addressing these challenges
requires increased investment and allocation of resources, the creation of more opportunities for practical
engagement in public welfare activities, the development of comprehensive national guidelines, and the
integration of public welfare education across various subjects and grade levels. By overcoming these obstacles,
we can enhance the effectiveness and impact of juvenile public welfare education, nurturing socially responsible
and engaged citizens.
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4. The Effective Measures of the Theory and Practice of Juvenile Public Welfare Education
4.1 Strengthen the Emphasis on the Theory and Practice of Youth Public Welfare Education

To further strengthen the emphasis on youth public welfare education, educational institutions can adopt specific
measures to enhance the integration of theory and practice. Firstly, schools can design interdisciplinary courses
or modules that incorporate theoretical knowledge related to public welfare across various subjects, such as
social sciences, ethics, and environmental studies. This integration allows students to develop a holistic
understanding of public welfare issues and their implications in different contexts. Secondly, schools can
establish partnerships with local public welfare organizations, non-profit entities, and government agencies to
create practical learning opportunities for students. This can include organizing field visits, internships, or
apprenticeships, where students can directly engage with real-world public welfare initiatives, interact with
professionals, and gain hands-on experience in addressing societal challenges.

Furthermore, schools can facilitate reflective practices that encourage students to critically analyze their
experiences in public welfare activities. This can be achieved through structured reflection sessions, group
discussions, or the use of reflective journals. These reflective practices help students connect their practical
experiences with theoretical concepts, deepen their understanding, and foster personal growth.

In addition, schools can organize public welfare projects within the school community, such as fundraising
campaigns, awareness-raising events, or community service activities. These initiatives provide students with
opportunities to apply their theoretical knowledge and skills while making a positive impact on their immediate
surroundings. For example, schools can establish partnerships with local NGOs or government agencies to
organize community service projects. This approach allows students to apply their knowledge in real-life
situations and develop a deeper understanding of social issues.

4.2 The Government and Relevant Departments Shall Increase the Funding Policy Support

The government and relevant departments play a crucial role in supporting and promoting juvenile public
welfare education. This section aims to provide a detailed discussion on the importance of increasing funding
policy support and propose specific effective measures for the government and relevant departments to adopt.

Firstly, Increased Funding Allocation: To enhance the effectiveness of juvenile public welfare education, the
government should allocate sufficient funding resources specifically dedicated to this field. This can be achieved
by increasing the budget allocation for public welfare education programs and initiatives (Li, X., & Wang, Y.
2020). Additionally, the government can establish special funds or grants to support schools, community
organizations, and non-profit entities that are actively engaged in youth public welfare education.

Secondly, Policy Incentives: The government and relevant departments can provide policy incentives to
encourage the implementation of juvenile public welfare education. This can include offering tax benefits or
exemptions to organizations and individuals involved in public welfare education activities. Moreover, the
government can introduce preferential policies, such as priority access to resources or recognition, for
institutions that demonstrate significant contributions to youth public welfare education.

Thirdly, Public-Private Partnerships: Facilitating public-private partnerships is an effective approach to increase
funding and resource support for juvenile public welfare education. The government can collaborate with private
companies, foundations, and philanthropic organizations to establish joint initiatives or sponsorship programs.
These partnerships can provide financial assistance, expertise, and resources to support the development and
implementation of innovative public welfare education projects.

4.3 Strengthen the Content and Form of Youth Public Welfare Practice Activities

Enhancing the content and form of youth public welfare practice activities is crucial for promoting active
engagement and meaningful learning experiences. This section aims to provide a detailed discussion on the
importance of strengthening the content and form of these activities, along with specific measures to achieve this
goal. Real-life examples will be used to illustrate the implementation of these measures.

1) Diversification of Activity Types: To strengthen the content of youth public welfare practice activities, it is
essential to diversify the types of activities offered. This can include organizing volunteering projects,
community service initiatives, advocacy campaigns, social entrepreneurship programs, or research projects
on social issues. For instance, a youth organization in China implemented a “Youth Social Innovation
Challenge” where young individuals were encouraged to develop innovative solutions to address local
community challenges. This diversified approach allows participants to explore different aspects of public
welfare and develop a wide range of skills.

2) Integration of Technology and Innovation: Incorporating technology and innovation into youth public
welfare practice activities enhances their relevance and effectiveness. Educational institutions can leverage
digital platforms, social media, and online tools to facilitate virtual volunteering, crowdfunding campaigns,
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or awareness-raising initiatives. An example from China is the “Online Tutoring Program,” where students
use online platforms to provide academic support to underprivileged children in remote areas. This
integration of technology not only expands the reach and impact of public welfare activities but also equips
young individuals with valuable digital skills.

3) Collaboration with Stakeholders: Collaboration with stakeholders, including NGOs, local communities,
government agencies, and businesses, enriches the content and form of youth public welfare practice
activities. Schools and organizations can establish partnerships to co-design and implement projects that
address community needs. For example, a high school collaborated with a local hospital and an
environmental NGO to organize a health education campaign focused on environmental factors affecting
public health. This collaboration allows students to gain insights from various perspectives and develop a
holistic understanding of public welfare issues.

4) Reflective and Experiential Learning: To enhance the form of youth public welfare practice activities, it is
crucial to incorporate reflective and experiential learning components. This can be achieved through
structured reflection sessions, group discussions, or personal journaling, where participants critically
analyze their experiences, reflect on their learning, and identify areas for growth. Additionally, facilitating
debriefing sessions and mentorship programs can provide guidance and support for participants to process
their experiences effectively. These reflective and experiential learning approaches deepen the impact of
public welfare activities and foster personal development.

4.4 Strengthen and Improve the Evaluation System of Youth Public Welfare Practice Activities

The evaluation system plays a crucial role in assessing the effectiveness and impact of youth public welfare
practice activities. This section aims to provide a detailed discussion on the importance of strengthening and
improving the evaluation system, along with specific measures to achieve this goal. Real-life examples will be
used to illustrate the implementation of these measures.

1) Clear Objectives and Indicators:

To strengthen the evaluation system of youth public welfare practice activities, clear objectives and indicators
should be established. These objectives should align with the desired outcomes and learning goals of the
activities. For instance, if the objective is to develop leadership skills, indicators can include the ability to
collaborate effectively, demonstrate initiative, and inspire others. By defining clear objectives and indicators, the
evaluation process becomes more focused and meaningful.

2)  Multiple Evaluation Methods:

Utilizing multiple evaluation methods enhances the comprehensiveness and reliability of the evaluation system.
These methods can include surveys, interviews, observation, self-assessment, and peer assessment. For example,
a youth organization in China implemented a multi-method evaluation approach for a community service project.
It involved gathering feedback from participants through surveys, conducting focus group discussions, and
utilizing direct observation to assess participants’ engagement and skill development. This diversified evaluation
approach provides a more comprehensive understanding of the impact of public welfare activities.

3) Long-term Impact Assessment:

In addition to immediate outcomes, it is essential to assess the long-term impact of youth public welfare practice
activities. This can be achieved through follow-up evaluations conducted after a certain period. For instance, a
university in China conducted a longitudinal study to assess the long-term impact of a youth-led environmental
conservation project. The evaluation assessed participants’ continued engagement in environmental initiatives,
changes in their attitudes towards sustainability, and their influence on peers. Evaluating long-term impact helps
determine the sustainability and lasting effects of public welfare activities.

4) Feedback and Improvement Mechanisms:

The evaluation system should include mechanisms for feedback and improvement. Feedback can be obtained
from participants, beneficiaries, and other stakeholders to identify strengths, weaknesses, and areas for
improvement in the activities. Regular feedback sessions, suggestion boxes, or online platforms can be used to
gather feedback. For example, a school in China implemented a feedback mechanism where students and
community members could provide suggestions for improving a youth-led poverty alleviation project.
Incorporating feedback into the evaluation process helps enhance the quality and effectiveness of future public
welfare activities (Chen Senlin, Kim Youngwon & Gao Zan, 2014)

5. Conclusion

In conclusion, research on the theory and practice of juvenile public welfare education is crucial for promoting
social responsibility and active citizenship among young individuals. This paper has provided a comprehensive
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analysis of various aspects related to juvenile public welfare education, including limited resources and funding,
insufficient public welfare practice activities, the lack of comprehensive curriculum and guidelines, and the
inadequate emphasis on public welfare education in the curriculum.

To address these challenges and strengthen the effectiveness of juvenile public welfare education, specific
measures have been proposed. These measures include strengthening the integration of theory and practice,
increasing government support and funding, enhancing the content and format of youth public welfare practice
activities, improving the evaluation system, and developing a scientific and reasonable public welfare curriculum
system. Through the implementation of these measures, educational institutions, governments, and stakeholders
can collaborate to create an environment that fosters socially responsible and engaged young individuals.

Further research in this field should focus on evaluating the long-term impact of juvenile public welfare
education, exploring innovative approaches to integrate public welfare into the curriculum, and identifying
effective strategies to engage students in meaningful public welfare practice activities. By continuously
researching and improving the theory and practice of juvenile public welfare education, we can empower young
individuals to become active contributors to society, fostering a more compassionate and sustainable future.
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