
 

 

 
 

 

Paradigm Academic Press 
Law and Economy 

ISSN 2788-7049 

OCT. 2023 VOL.2, NO.10 
 

 

 

55 

Development and Regulatory Trends of China’s Online Live 

Streaming Industry 

 

 

Zichen Shen1, Manman Zhang2, Yu Liu1 & Ting Zhang2 

1 School of Law, Sun Yat-sen University 

2 Law School, Sichuan University 

Correspondence: Yu Liu, School of Law, Sun Yat-sen University. 

 

doi:10.56397/LE.2023.10.07 

 

 

Abstract 

This article provides a comprehensive examination of the regulatory framework and government efforts in 

China’s online live streaming industry. It begins by outlining the relevant regulations and policies, encompassing 

content censorship, licensing requirements, user protection, and advertising regulations. The article then delves 

into the specific measures taken by the government to regulate content and safeguard user interests, including 

enhanced content censorship, implementation of licensing and registration systems, reinforcement of 

cybersecurity and data protection, as well as education and guidance initiatives. Emphasizing the significance of 

compliance with these regulations for the sustainable development of the industry, the article encourages 

platforms and content creators to actively cooperate with regulatory authorities and adhere to the provided 

guidelines, thereby fostering a healthy and thriving online live streaming ecosystem in China. 

Keywords: China, online live streaming, regulatory framework, content censorship, licensing requirements, user 

protection 

1. Introduction 

1.1 Background and Significance of Studying China’s Online Live Streaming Industry 

The online live streaming industry has experienced significant growth and transformation in recent years, 

particularly in China. With the advancement of technology and the widespread availability of high-speed internet, 

online live streaming platforms have gained immense popularity among users. These platforms allow individuals 

and organizations to broadcast live content to a large audience, enabling real-time interaction and engagement. 

The significance of studying China’s online live streaming industry lies in its impact on various aspects of 

society, including entertainment, communication, economy, and culture. It has become a powerful medium for 

content creators, influencers, and businesses to reach their target audiences and monetize their content. 

Additionally, online live streaming has created new opportunities for social interaction, virtual communities, and 

e-commerce integration. 

Understanding the development and regulatory trends of China’s online live streaming industry is crucial for 

policymakers, researchers, and industry stakeholders. It provides insights into the challenges and opportunities 

within the industry, helps in formulating effective regulations to protect users’ rights and interests, and promotes 

sustainable growth and innovation. 

This research aims to explore the dynamics, trends, and regulatory landscape of China’s online live streaming 

industry. By examining its development and regulatory environment, we can analyze the impacts on content 

creators, platforms, and users. Furthermore, it will provide valuable insights into the future potential, challenges, 

and opportunities in this rapidly evolving industry. 
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2. Overview of China’s Online Live Streaming Industry 

2.1 Definition and Characteristics of Online Live Streaming 

Online live streaming refers to the real-time transmission of audio and video content over the internet, allowing 

users to watch and interact with the stream in real-time. It has gained immense popularity in China, offering a 

unique and engaging form of entertainment and communication. 

The characteristics of online live streaming include immediate and interactive engagement between streamers 

and viewers. Users can participate in live chat, comment on the stream, and express their reactions in real-time. 

This real-time interaction fosters a sense of community and connection among users. 

Online live streaming platforms in China offer a diverse range of content genres, including gaming, 

entertainment, music, cooking, education, and more. Streamers showcase their talents, skills, and expertise to 

attract and entertain audiences. Many platforms also incorporate virtual gifting systems, where viewers can send 

virtual gifts to support their favorite streamers. 

The accessibility and convenience of online live streaming have contributed to its popularity. Users can access 

live streams through various devices, including smartphones, tablets, and computers. Furthermore, the 

integration of social media platforms and mobile apps has made it easier for users to discover and share live 

streaming content. 

2.2 Growth and Market Size of the Industry in China 

The online live streaming industry in China has experienced remarkable growth and has become a significant 

sector within the broader digital media landscape. The market size has expanded rapidly, driven by several 

factors including increasing internet penetration, smartphone usage, and the growing popularity of live streaming 

platforms. 

According to reports, the number of online live streaming users in China reached over 560 million in 2020. This 

represents a substantial portion of the country’s internet population and highlights the widespread adoption and 

popularity of live streaming platforms. 

The market value of China’s online live streaming industry has also witnessed significant growth. It has become 

a multi-billion dollar industry, attracting substantial investments from both domestic and international players. 

The revenue primarily comes from various sources, including advertising, virtual gifting, subscriptions, and 

e-commerce integration. 

The growth of the industry can be attributed to several factors. Firstly, the rise of internet connectivity and 

smartphone usage has provided a conducive environment for online live streaming platforms to flourish. 

Additionally, the increasing demand for diverse and interactive content has fueled the popularity of live 

streaming among users. 

Furthermore, the COVID-19 pandemic has further accelerated the growth of China’s online live streaming 

industry. With people staying at home and seeking entertainment and social connection, live streaming platforms 

offered a means to fulfill these needs. 

As the industry continues to grow, it presents numerous opportunities for content creators, influencers, and 

businesses to engage with audiences, generate revenue, and build brand loyalty. The dynamic and interactive 

nature of online live streaming has transformed the way content is consumed, and it continues to shape the 

digital media landscape in China. 

2.3 Key Players and Platforms in the Market 

China’s online live streaming industry is highly competitive, with several key players and platforms dominating 

the market. These platforms provide infrastructure, technology, and services to facilitate live streaming activities 

and attract a large user base. Some of the prominent players in the market include: 

1) Douyu: Douyu is one of the largest and most popular online live streaming platforms in China, 

particularly known for its focus on gaming content. It offers a wide range of live streams related to 

esports, gaming tournaments, and individual gamers’ broadcasts. Douyu has a significant user base and 

provides features such as virtual gifting and chat interactions to enhance viewer engagement. 

2) Huya: Huya is another major player in China’s online live streaming industry, specializing in gaming 

content. It offers a diverse range of live gaming streams, including esports events, professional gaming 

competitions, and individual streamers’ broadcasts. Huya has a large user base and provides interactive 

features like live chat, virtual gifting, and esports community engagement. 

3) Kuaishou: Kuaishou is a popular short-video and live streaming platform in China. While it initially 

gained popularity for short-form videos, it has expanded into the live streaming arena. Kuaishou offers 
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a wide range of live streaming content, including entertainment, lifestyle, sports, and more. It has a 

large user base, particularly in smaller cities and rural areas, and has gained traction for its 

user-generated content and authenticity. 

4) Taobao Live: Taobao Live is an e-commerce live streaming platform operated by Alibaba Group. It 

integrates live streaming with online shopping, allowing viewers to directly purchase products 

showcased by streamers. Taobao Live has become a significant platform for product promotions, brand 

collaborations, and influencer marketing. 

These key players, along with other platforms such as Bilibili, YY, and Inke, compete for viewer attention and 

engagement in the online live streaming market in China. Each platform offers unique features, content 

categories, and monetization models to differentiate themselves and attract both streamers and viewers. The 

competition among these platforms drives innovation, content diversity, and user experience enhancements 

within the industry. 

3. Development Trends in China’s Online Live Streaming Industry 

3.1 Increase in User Engagement and Consumption Habits 

The online live streaming industry in China has witnessed a significant increase in user engagement and 

evolving consumption habits. Users are increasingly drawn to the interactive and real-time nature of live 

streaming, leading to a surge in viewership and engagement on these platforms. 

One of the notable trends is the rise of user-generated content (UGC) and the emergence of content creators and 

influencers. Many individuals and organizations have leveraged live streaming platforms to showcase their 

talents, skills, and expertise to a wide audience. Users are drawn to these authentic and relatable content creators, 

forming communities and engaging with them through live chat, comments, and virtual gifting. 

Additionally, live streaming has become an integral part of social media and online community building. Users 

actively participate in live discussions, share their thoughts, and connect with like-minded individuals. This 

sense of community fosters a loyal and engaged user base that contributes to the growth of the live streaming 

ecosystem. 

Consumption habits have also evolved, with users increasingly seeking diverse and specialized content. While 

gaming content remains popular, there has been an expansion into other genres such as entertainment, lifestyle, 

beauty, fitness, and education. Platforms have responded to this demand by diversifying their content offerings 

and providing a wider selection of live streams to cater to different interests and preferences. 

Furthermore, the integration of e-commerce and live streaming has transformed consumer behavior. Viewers can 

now directly purchase products showcased by streamers through embedded links or dedicated shopping features. 

This merging of live streaming and e-commerce creates new opportunities for businesses to drive sales, enhance 

brand exposure, and engage with potential customers. 

3.2 Expansion of Content Genres and Formats 

The online live streaming industry in China has witnessed a significant expansion in content genres and formats, 

catering to the diverse interests and preferences of users. This expansion has contributed to the growth and 

popularity of live streaming platforms, attracting a wider audience and driving engagement. 

While gaming content remains a dominant genre, there has been a notable diversification into other areas. 

Entertainment-related content, such as music performances, variety shows, talk shows, and talent competitions, 

has gained traction among viewers. Many celebrities and influencers utilize live streaming as a platform to 

connect with fans, showcase their talents, and provide exclusive behind-the-scenes experiences. 

Lifestyle content has also seen significant growth in the live streaming industry. This includes streams related to 

cooking, fashion, fitness, travel, home improvement, and more. Viewers are drawn to these streams as they offer 

practical tips, inspiration, and interactive experiences that align with their interests and aspirations. 

Educational content has emerged as another popular genre in live streaming. Platforms host live classes, tutorials, 

and workshops on various subjects, including language learning, professional skills development, and academic 

courses. Educational institutions, trainers, and experts utilize live streaming to reach a broader audience and 

provide interactive learning experiences. 

Moreover, the format of live streams has expanded beyond traditional one-way broadcasts. Interactive formats, 

such as Q&A sessions, live interviews, and audience participation, have become increasingly popular. These 

formats enable real-time engagement, allowing viewers to directly interact with streamers, ask questions, and 

provide feedback. 

The expansion of content genres and formats in China’s online live streaming industry reflects the dynamic 

nature of the market and the evolving demands of users. Platforms and content creators continually explore new 
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avenues to provide unique and engaging content, fostering user loyalty and contributing to the growth of the 

industry. 

4. Regulatory Framework of China’s Online Live Streaming Industry 

4.1 Overview of Relevant Regulations and Policies 

The online live streaming industry in China operates within a regulatory framework aimed at ensuring 

responsible and lawful use of live streaming platforms. The Cyberspace Administration of China (CAC) is the 

main regulatory authority overseeing this industry. Some of the key regulations and policies include: 

• Content censorship: Live streaming platforms are required to monitor and censor content to comply 

with government regulations. This includes blocking and removing content that violates laws related to 

national security, public order, social stability, and cultural values. 

• Licensing requirements: Live streaming platforms and content creators must obtain licenses from 

relevant authorities to ensure compliance with broadcasting regulations. Failure to obtain the necessary 

licenses can result in penalties or shutdowns. 

• User protection: Platforms are mandated to implement measures to protect users’ rights and interests. 

This includes combating misinformation, online harassment, and the spread of harmful content. 

Platforms are also expected to provide mechanisms for users to report inappropriate behavior and 

content. 

• Advertising and commercial activities: Regulations are in place to govern advertising and commercial 

activities on live streaming platforms. Platforms and content creators must comply with rules related to 

advertisements, sponsorships, and product placements to ensure transparency and fair practices. 

The Chinese government has also issued policies to promote the healthy development of the online live 

streaming industry. These policies encourage platforms to foster positive content creation, support emerging 

talent, and promote cultural and creative industries. 

4.2 Government Efforts to Regulate Content and Protect Users 

The Chinese government has implemented various measures to regulate content and protect users in the online 

live streaming industry. Some of these efforts include: 

• Content censorship: The government has implemented strict content censorship measures to ensure 

compliance with laws and regulations. Live streaming platforms are required to monitor and censor 

content to prevent the dissemination of illegal, harmful, or inappropriate content. 

• User protection: The government mandates that platforms implement measures to protect users’ rights 

and interests. This includes combatting misinformation, online harassment, and the spread of harmful 

content. Platforms are required to provide mechanisms for users to report inappropriate behavior and 

content, and take appropriate actions based on those reports. 

• Licensing and registration requirements: Live streaming platforms and content creators are required to 

obtain licenses or register with relevant authorities to ensure compliance with broadcasting regulations. 

This helps to regulate the operation of platforms and ensure that content creators meet certain standards 

and obligations. 

• Cybersecurity and data protection: The government has implemented cybersecurity and data protection 

regulations to safeguard users’ personal information. Platforms are required to implement measures to 

protect user data and prevent unauthorized access or misuse. Additionally, platforms are expected to 

comply with data localization requirements, ensuring that user data is stored within China’s borders. 

• Education and guidance: The government provides education and guidance to live streaming platforms 

and content creators to promote responsible and ethical practices. This includes providing training on 

content creation, user protection, and legal compliance. The government also encourages platforms to 

promote positive content creation, support emerging talent, and discourage harmful or unethical 

practices. 

These government efforts aim to strike a balance between fostering innovation and creativity in the online live 

streaming industry while ensuring compliance with regulations and protecting users’ rights and interests. 

Platforms and content creators are expected to cooperate with regulatory authorities, adhere to guidelines, and 

contribute to the development of a healthy and vibrant live streaming ecosystem in China. 

5. Impacts of Regulation on China’s Online Live Streaming Industry 

5.1 Economic Effects and Revenue Generation 

Regulation in the online live streaming industry in China has had significant economic effects and has influenced 
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revenue generation for both platforms and content creators. 

Firstly, licensing requirements and content censorship measures have led to increased compliance costs for 

platforms and content creators. Platforms need to invest in systems and personnel to monitor and censor content, 

obtain necessary licenses, and ensure compliance with regulations. This can result in higher operational costs for 

platforms, especially smaller players in the industry. 

Additionally, regulations have impacted revenue generation models within the industry. For example, restrictions 

on advertising and commercial activities may limit the opportunities for platforms and content creators to 

generate revenue through sponsorships, product placements, and other forms of advertising. Platforms may need 

to explore alternative revenue streams or adjust their monetization strategies to comply with regulations. 

On the other hand, regulation can also provide opportunities for revenue generation. For example, the integration 

of e-commerce with live streaming allows platforms to earn commissions from product sales. Platforms can also 

partner with brands for exclusive collaborations, which can generate additional revenue through brand 

partnerships and promotional activities. 

Despite the challenges posed by regulation, the online live streaming industry in China continues to be a 

lucrative sector. Platforms, especially those with a large user base, can still generate substantial revenue through 

virtual gifting, subscriptions, and other forms of user engagement. Furthermore, the industry’s growth potential 

and investment opportunities make it an attractive sector for both domestic and international investors. 

5.2 Implications for User Experience and Platform Behavior 

Regulation in the online live streaming industry in China has implications for user experience and platform 

behavior. Content censorship measures, while aimed at protecting users, can impact the diversity and freedom of 

content available on platforms. Platforms may need to navigate the fine line between complying with regulations 

and providing a variety of content options to meet user preferences. 

Additionally, regulations related to user protection and data privacy can enhance user trust and safety on live 

streaming platforms. Users are more likely to engage and participate in live streams if they feel their rights and 

interests are protected. Measures that combat misinformation, online harassment, and the spread of harmful 

content contribute to a safer and more enjoyable user experience. 

However, regulations can also introduce limitations and restrictions on certain types of content or platforms. This 

can impact the creativity and innovation of content creators and limit the range of options available to users. 

Platforms may need to strike a balance between adhering to regulations and fostering a vibrant and diverse 

content ecosystem. 

6. Future Challenges and Opportunities 

The online live streaming industry in China is poised for continued growth and evolution, but it also faces 

various challenges and opportunities in the future. 

One of the challenges is navigating the regulatory landscape. As regulations continue to evolve, platforms and 

content creators need to stay updated and adapt their practices to ensure compliance. Balancing regulatory 

requirements while maintaining a vibrant and engaging content ecosystem will be crucial. 

Another challenge is the increasing competition in the industry. With numerous platforms vying for users’ 

attention, differentiation and innovation will be key to stand out. Platforms will need to continuously innovate, 

offer unique content, and provide enhanced user experiences to attract and retain users. 

Additionally, content moderation and user protection will remain significant challenges. Striking the right 

balance between allowing freedom of expression and ensuring a safe and responsible environment will require 

ongoing efforts from platforms and regulatory authorities. 

However, there are also significant opportunities for growth in the online live streaming industry. The continued 

expansion of internet infrastructure and smartphone penetration in China creates a larger potential user base. 

Moreover, the integration of live streaming with e-commerce offers opportunities for platforms and content 

creators to generate revenue through product sales and brand collaborations. 

The rise of user-generated content and the emergence of content creators and influencers present opportunities 

for platforms to foster talent and engage with audiences. Platforms that can support and nurture content creators 

will be well-positioned to attract and retain a dedicated user base. 

7. Conclusion 

The online live streaming industry in China has experienced tremendous growth and has become a significant 

part of the digital media landscape. With its real-time interaction and diverse content genres, live streaming 

platforms have transformed the way people consume and engage with content. 
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The industry has seen the rise of key players such as Douyu, Huya, Kuaishou, and Taobao Live, which offer a 

wide range of content and engage millions of users. The regulatory framework in China aims to ensure 

responsible and lawful use of live streaming platforms while protecting users’ rights and interests. 

The industry has faced challenges related to content censorship, user protection, and compliance with regulations. 

However, it also presents significant opportunities for revenue generation, talent cultivation, and user 

engagement. 

As the industry continues to evolve, platforms and content creators will need to navigate the regulatory 

landscape, innovate to stand out in a competitive market, and prioritize user experience and content quality. The 

future of China’s online live streaming industry holds immense potential, and successful players will be those 

who can adapt to changing regulations, leverage new technologies, and provide unique and valuable content to 

users. 

The online live streaming industry in China is expected to continue growing and evolving, driven by factors such 

as increasing internet penetration, advancements in technology, and changing consumer preferences. As the 

industry expands, it will likely see further diversification of content genres, improvements in user experience, 

and the emergence of new revenue models. 

However, the industry will also face challenges related to regulatory compliance, user protection, and 

maintaining a competitive edge. Platforms and content creators will need to stay abreast of regulatory 

developments, invest in moderation and safety measures, and continuously innovate to meet the evolving needs 

and expectations of users. 
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